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Champs, " unless at the same time I behold in him ,
an excess of the virtue directly opposite/5   Thus the
war-like valour of Epaminondas was compensated
by his benevolence3 equally superlative. Stendhal's
inconsistencies resemble the scales of a balance,
inverse but counterpoising.    He was the cerebral
offspring of eighteenth-century rationalists, of Destutt
de  Tracy,   Condillac  and particularly Helvetius.
Under their austere influence he cultivated that
deliberate dryness of style which has been compared,
for nudity and precision, to algebra ; and learned a
horror of cc verbalism " which impelled him, each
morning, to read the  Code Civil as a pattern of
composition.   Their method of logic and empirical
observation, applied by Stendhal for the first time to
states of feeling, rendered him the father of modern
psychology.    Simultaneously, proceeds M. Blum,
he was an authentic son of Jean-Jacques, and was
therefore persuaded that emotions are not only the
chief material of art but the sole spring of happiness
and indeed the sovereign purpose of existence.   He
himself was gifted with a susceptibility amounting
to disease ; he could be stirred to tears and violent
palpitations of the heart by the sound of bells, or the
tender hue of orange  which limns at dusk the
contours of a mountain-range.    He proposed to
classify human beings according to their relative
capacity for emotion ;   his aristocracy, his " caste
of the &ite," was to be formed of men in whom
sensibility of nervous organization arrives at maxi-
mum intensity.   This hyperaesthesia was offset and
controlled  in  turn  by  still  another  element  of